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SUBJECT: ATTENDANCE OE SDA OEEICER AT RCIA CONVENTION 

EOR LABOR OFEICER 

1. GERRY O'KEEEE, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OE INTERNATIONAL 
AND FOREIGN AEEAIRS, RETAIL CLERKS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIA- 
TION (RCIA) TELEPHONED EA LABOR ADVISER ON EVE OF O'KEEFE'S 
DEPARTURE FOR ILO MEETING GENEVA. O'KEEEE WISHED TO IN- 
EORM LABOR ADVISER ABOUT POSSIBLE SOURCE OE EMBARRASSMENT 
AT THE RCIA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION TO BE HELD IN 
HONOLULU JULY 24-29 (WHICH LABOR ADVISER WILL BE ATTEND- 
ING). ACCORDING TO O'KEEEE JIM MAHA (SPELLING PHONETIC) 

OE THE SDA (SHOP ASSISTANTS, DISTRIBUTORS AND ALLIED 
WORKERS UNION - EVIDENTLY RECENTLY EORMED OUT OE THE 
MERGER OE TWO UNIONS) HAD TELEPHONED PROM MELBOURNE 
TO INPORM HIM ABOUT A MOTION MADE BY BARRY EGAN, SDA 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 122494 

SECRETARY. EGAN HAD MOVED AT A RECENT MEETING OP THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD THAT THE SDA SHOULD DISAPPILIATE ITSELF 
FROM THE PIET BECAUSE OP RCIA MEMBERSHIP IN PIET ON THE 
GROUNDS THAT THE RCIA HAS BEEN "NAMED AS BEING A TOOL 
OP THE CIA." 

2. RANKING RCIA OFPICIALS IN WASHINGTON KNOW EGAN WELL 
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AND HAVE ENTERTAINED HIM A NUMBER OE TIMES IN WASHINGTON. 
THEY HAVE ALWAYS ASSUMED THAT HE WAS A STRAIGHTFORWARD 
AND SOUND TRADE UNIONIST WITHOUT ANY RADICAL LEFTIST 
LEANINGS. EURTHERMORE, THEY HAVE INVITED HIM TO ATTEND 
THE CONVENTION IN HONOLULU. MAHA SAID THAT NOTHING 
CAME OE THE MOTION BECAUSE NOBODY ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
SECONDED IT. HOWEVER, THE SDA NOW WOULD BE VERY EM- 
BARRASSED IF EGAN WERE TO APPEAR IN HONOLULU WHICH THE 
SDA SUSPECTS HE MIGHT DO, EOR MYSTERIOUS PURPOSES OF 
HIS OWN, IN ORDER TO PUBLICIZE AT THE CONVENTION THE 
ALLEGATIONS ABOUT A CIA LINK. 

3. O'KEEEE DOES NOT KNOW AT THIS POINT WHAT, IF ANY- 
THING TO DO, ABOUT THE RCIA INVITATION TO EGAN. OB- 
VIOUSLY RCIA WOULD NOW PREFER THAT EGAN NOT COME. 
TENTATIVELY THEY ARE THINKING OF SIMPLY NOT ACKNOWLEDGING 
HIS ACCEPTANCE IF HE SENDS ONE IN. 

4. WE ARE NOT SUGGESTING YOU TAKE ANY ACTION ON THIS 
INFORMATION BUT WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR KEEPING YOUR EYES 
AND EARS OPEN AND REPORTING ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THIS 
MATTER YOU MIGHT PICK UP. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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